
It’s Only 12 Zeros 
and a One!



Why Should You 
Care What it is 

Called?



Orders Of 
Magnitude



1 
Ones
10 
Tens
100 
Hundreds



1,000 
Thousands
10,000 
Ten Thousands
100,000 
Hundred Thousands



1,000,000 
Million
10,000,000 
Ten Millions
100,000,000 
Hundred Millions



1,000,000,000 
Billion
10,000,000,000 
Ten Billions
100,000,000 
Hundred Billions



1,000,000,000,000 
Trillion
10,000,000,000,000
Ten Trillions



$30,300,000,000,000 
30.3 Trillion Dollars
NATIONAL DEBT
https://usdebtclock.org/



Debt Clock 03-05-2022  2:00 PM PST



What sounds bigger?
Nine Hundred Ninety 
Nine Thousand Nine 
Hundred and Ninety 

Nine



- OR -



One 
Million



Try
Nine Hundred Ninety Nine 

Million
Nine Hundred Ninety Nine 
Thousand Nine Hundred 

and Ninety Nine



- OR -



One 
Billion



Finally
Nine Hundred Ninety Nine Billion
Nine Hundred Ninety Nine Million

Nine Hundred Ninety Nine 
Thousand Nine Hundred and 

Ninety Nine



- OR -



One 
Trillion



One Million Is

One Thousand 
Thousands



One Billion Is

One Thousand 
Millions



One Trillion Is

One Thousand 
Billions



One Trillion Is

Too Small A 
Word



To Represent

One Thousand 
Billions



As A Nation

We Would Be 
Better Served



IF

We called a One 
followed by 12 

zeros



ONE 
THOUSNAD

BILLION



Trillion Sounds 
Like Billion that 

Sound Like 
Million



And so we (as a 
nation) think Trillion is 
just about the same 
as Billion because it 
sounds the same.



IT
IS

NOT!



If I make $1000 a day
I earn one Million 

Dollars in
2 Years and
Nine Months



If I make $1000 a day
I earn one Billion 

Dollars in
About 

2739 years



If I make $1000 a day
I earn one Trillion 

Dollars in
About 

2,739,726 years



How Much Time 
Do We Have To 

Solve Our 
National 

Problem?



After all,

It’s Only 12 Zeros 
and a One!
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